Local 5,

Now that it is March, we can start counting down for the warm weather to begin. You have to remember, I am writing this in January.  Some of this info you might know already, but I want to make sure you are all aware of this. In January, there were two deadly accidents! The first one was in Miami, he was a 42 year old, 2nd year apprentice. The apprentice opened the elevator doors and without looking, he stepped in with no car at the floor. Yes, he fell to his death! The second one was in Washington DC, he was a 22 year old, first year apprentice. The full story is unknown at this time, but I do know that his mechanic found him dead in the pit. Yes, from a fall!

 Guys, both these deaths happened almost a week apart! We have to make sure that we take all the safety precautions that we can and also teach our apprentices these procedures.

  LOCAL NEWS
The hall is hearing that there are guys in the field using personal communication in the field for field use. For example, laptops, blackberries, and cell phones. Companies have to supply these things to you. You don’t supply these things to the company. So, if you are, STOP! If you’re not, don’t worry about it.

  Spotting cars! We can not be spotting cars. If something needs to be done in the hoist way by others, we will have an operator on the car with them. Do not leave the car in operational mode so that others can run it. Hydros should be put on pipes, then lock out, tag out, so that nobody can use them.  For Traction, lock out the panel and make sure the car will not move.

  To keep up on contract details go to www.iuec.org
MEMORUM


 Arthur J. Rodgers died on Wednesday, December 13, 2006.  Art was a member of Local 5 from 1946 until his retirement in May, 1989.   


Art was appointed vice president of Local 5 and held that post from June, 1962 to May, 1965.  But he will best be remembered by the members of the Local as the Day Secretary Treasurer from his election in January, 1970 until he retired in May, 1989.  As the first person that all new helpers met during those 19 years he had a huge effect on many lives and careers, but he still remembered where he came from and what the men of his generation went through to make our Local and International strong and vibrant.  He worked with 3 Business Managers, Bob Williams, Joe Rapine, Sr., and Bill Fagan and the Local’s secretary, Barbara Lowe throughout those 19 years 


Art’s father Arthur A. Rodgers was a member of Local 5 from 1903 until 1950.  His brother Phil was the Local’s Vice-President and Correspondent to the Journal in the ‘60s and Art’s legacy will continue through his 3 sons and 1 grandson who are members of Local 5.  At the end of his career, he was instrumental in the purchasing of the land and the construction of the building which Local 5 calls home. 


Dad, you will be missed by many.

Fraternally

Arthur E. Rodgers

ELEVATOR CRACK UP
There was a lady in the lobby waiting for an elevator. When she saw one of the elevator guys, she said that she was waiting a long time and that she was going to complain. Well, the mechanic explained to her that the elevator will not come down because of the sensors in the floor. He told her that what she has to do is jump up and down to set the sensors off. That will make the elevator think that there are a lot of people at the floor. Well, she started jumping!  Let’s just say those guys got a free show!
                                                                                  Happy ST. Patrick’s Day

                                                                                       Bill McGrath

                                                                                       billmcgrath@verizon.net
